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The adventure of the Shepherds – Luke 2:8-22
WMV: Rowan Atkinson is Mr Bean video
Obviously, the man in the parts department thought the ordinary man in front of him was not the extraordinary actor, Rowan Atkinson, who plays Mr Bean! Sometimes it is hard to see who the extraordinary people are. Today we look the most famous shepherds in the world, we know very little about them, we don’t even know their names, and we want to look at how they went on an adventure with God and what we might possibly learn from them. 
Three things I want us to look at this morning. The first is a choice between being ordinary or extraordinary, between being intrigued or indifferent, or being reckless or reclusive.
Ordinary or extraordinary 8-14)
The first thing I want to look at is a choice between being ordinary and extraordinary and to help do this I would like about ten volunteers. If you could line up in height order and face the congregation…
We know height is everything, if you are tall you are extraordinary where if you are vertically challenged you are ordinary! When God chose Saul to be king we read, “he was a head taller than anyone else.” (1 Samuel 9:2) Tall is good, short is…!!!!!!!!!!
Can you rearrange yourselves into how rich you are, how you interpret that is up to you, starting with the richest this end and the poorest that end. In most places and societies rich is good, rich is a sign of God’s blessing, and poor is bad and a sign your behaviour has put yourself outside God’s favour. Rich is extraordinary and poor is ordinary.
Can you rearrange yourselves into how important your job is starting with the most important this end and least important that end. We know that some jobs are viewed with great honour, they are extraordinary, and some jobs are less so, they are ordinary. People aspire to be doctors, they tend not to aspire to be burger flippers at MacDonalds.
In Jesus’ day a shepherd was the lowest of the low. It was what you sent the youngest son to do (remember David was sent to tend the sheep) while the older brothers do more important jobs. When Joseph invited his family down to Egypt they were to describe themselves as shepherds so that they would appear no threat to anyone, the lowest of the low and contemptuously left alone. Shepherding was the kind of job you would do if there was no other job to do. Low paid, low skilled and if I can bring it up to date, the kind of job Eastern Europeans would do because no British person would do that kind of job, under those kind of conditions, for that little amount of pay.
In a world that honours beauty and riches and status is very easy to feel ordinary, almost anonymous, but it is a lie, you are extraordinary and if you have never heard this before, hear it this morning, God invites you to go on an adventure with him. It is extraordinary people that respond to the invitation. It is extraordinary people that that constantly seek to live their lives according to God’s adventurous call on their life. You could think Alf is just an ordinary person, and he is, but he is not. He is extraordinary because he has heard and responded to God’s call on his life to follow him. Here is where the adventure begins. The shepherds were ordinary people but because they responded to God’s invitation to go on adventure they became extraordinary people and my challenge to you this morning is this, “Like Alf, have you responded to God’s invitation to go on an adventure with him and do you know how extraordinary that makes you?”
Intrigued or indifferent (15-16)
The second thing I want us to think about is being intrigued or being indifferent. One of the annoying stages children go through is the “Why?” stage. Some of it is genuine curiosity although some of it is the realisation that if you ask questions you get an adult’s attention. Adults think they have to answer you until they get irritated and the questioning begins to peter out. You can see it when you go into schools. Teachers encourage children to be inquisitive and ask questions yet many children ask such inane questions for self-validating reasons that I often hear the teachers describing the questions that they should ask as “sensible” or “intelligent” questions. One of the real dilemmas they face is discouraging a child’s natural curiosity so that by the time they get to teenagers it is the indifferent “whatever!” even to the most intriguing of things. For some adults the recovery of intrigue never comes back. How tragic! We were created to be curious and the shepherds remind us that we are to be intrigued by what God may be up to.
I am sure if we were confronted by a heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” We would be a little intrigued by what they might have to say. The shepherds were. Their response was to go and see what the Lord had told them about. As we have witnessed Alf be baptised this morning, are we, are you, not a little intrigued by the adventure God is calling you to join him on. Do you have any divine curiosity or has life knocked it out of you so that you have become indifferent?
We said last week that animals get a bad press when it comes to fear. We call people “scaredy cats” and “chickens” and when it comes to curiosity we know, “curiosity killed the cat” Better not be intrigued, it may be bad for my health. So we act like “chickens”, we are scarred of the impact being curious may have on our life. We are fearful that if we ask questions, if we search out truth, if we admit there is a God, it will impact our lives and they will have to change the way they live. Better not be intrigued. The world is full of “chickens”. If the angels had appeared to them their response would have been “whatever!” 
Some people wonder what happened to the sheep. Did some shepherds stay behind and look after the sheep, that is a shame for them, or did the angels stay guard? Sometimes we can be so busy, shepherding our job and our family and our interest and our responsibilities and our burdens and our worries, that we look after our sheep rather than be intrigued and leave what we are doing and find out what God has prepared for us to do. We make excuses about being divinely indifferent throwing all sorts of aspects of life in the way rather than being divinely intrigued. Alf has testified that he is no chicken, but bravely responded to God’s invitation and his baptism is an encouragement for us all to be divinely intrigued rather than indifferent to the invitation to go on an adventure with God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reckless or reclusive (17-21)
The last thing I want to look at is reckless or reclusive. One of the fascinating programmes on television at the moment is the BBC wildlife series “Dynasties”. Tait, the painted wolf, has ruled her dynasty for five years but is threatened by her own daughter, Blacktip, who now leads a pack of her own. Tait is chased out of her territory by Blacktip so she and her pack can have the best territory. The only place she can go is lion territory. A lion has no fear taking on a painted wolf so it is extremely dangerous. For some reason Blacktip decides to chase her mother into lion territory but where Tait is adept at avoiding lions Blacktip runs her pack to exhaustion in the pursuit of her mother, is attacked by hyenas, pounced on by the lions and then ambushed at the waterhole by crocodiles. The reckless pursuit of her mother is too costly so Blacktip and he pack run all the way back to Tait’s territory and carry on running all the way back to their old territory. Tait’s pack can now return to their old territory. Blacktip took a risk and it was a disaster for her pack. We can fear taking risks, any risk begins to feel reckless, so we stay where we are and become reclusive.
Now remember what we have said, shepherds were not the good looking, rich and influential people of the day, they made ordinary look ordinary! Yet we read that their excitement could not be contained. “They spread the word…” Anyone and everyone they could speak to about what had happened they spoke to. They were truly excited in a way that overcame every natural barrier there was to them speaking. We said last week with Mary that the opinion of others can cause us to become “chickens”, we care more about what others might think of us rather than the adventure we have been called on and who has done that calling. Fear of others can make us reclusive where an encounter with an invitation to go on an adventure with God made them bold and reckless. They told whoever they met. As a Baptist church we love seeing people baptised, we are delighted Alf has invited so many, that’s exactly what should happen, we should not be able to contain ourselves with the joy we feel. When God is at work in someone’s life it is a truly wonderful thing.
After they have told everyone they return to their shepherding. Doesn’t it make you wonder… if you had been told about this extraordinary baby, would you have not been intrigued and gone to have a look? Yet we have no record of others turning up at the manger. Perhaps no-one believed them. They were just too ordinary to take notice of, their intrigue had been battered out of them, it was an inconvenient time and they had withdrawn to their house. Who knows, yet it sees they did not take the risk. But the shepherds returned full of joy to their shepherding. God may ask us to do something extraordinary before we return to the very ordinary and when he does, and if we respond, it fills our hears with joy. My prayer for you, Alf, is that the joy of the Lord will be your strength. Not just for today, but all the days of your life. As the shepherds experienced divine joy that first Christmas my you continue to experience the same joy as you adventure with God.
