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The Jesus Story - Mark 1
There is a new phenomenon – binge watching box sets. According to one poll the top ten box sets I have to watch before I die are: 
1. Breaking Bad (2008 TV Series) 9.5/10  
2. Game of Thrones (2011 TV Series) 9.5/10
3. The Sopranos (1999 TV Series) 9.2/10    
4. Friends (1994 TV Series) 9/10 
5. Arrested Development (2003 TV Series) 8.9/10  
6. Dexter (2006 TV Series) 8.8/10  
7.  Luther (2010 TV Series) 8.6/10  
8. Sons of Anarchy (2008 TV Series) 8.6/10  
9. Prison Break (2005 TV Series) 8.5/10  
10. The Walking Dead (2010 TV Series) 8.5/10  
These box sets represent what the film and television industry and we, the viewers, believe to be the best stories ever told. Having watched none of them I have a lot of binge watching to do before I die! We love a good story. We love it well told. We can’t wait to get to the end so we binge watch the whole series! Have you ever read a Gospel in one sitting? This morning we begin a series through Mark’s gospel. Mark is excited about the story he is going to tell. It is the Jesus story. As we begin this series I want to ask you one question: Are you excited about the Jesus story? If you are excited about the Jesus story then who are you going to tell about it? It may be that at some point over the next month or so you take the opportunity to binge watch Mark’s gospel. Read it from start to finish. Turn off Breaking Bad and do something more worthwhile instead!
I have asked the question: Are you excited about the Jesus story? Yet the reality is we live in a hostile world. We are told that the Jesus story is boring. And if we are honest, there are times that church can make the Jesus story appear quite boring! Yet the story itself is not boring. You could never accuse Jesus of being boring. We need to be confident that the Jesus story is anything but boring. The hostile world says the Jesus story is untrue. In the age of scientific reason it is unreasonable to believe in this fairy story. Yet the truth is that there is greater historical evidence for the existence of Jesus than there is for Julius Caesar. No-one is asking us to doubt the existence of Julius Caesar. We need to be confident the Jesus story is true. The hostile world says the Jesus story is irrelevant. What impact could a man who lived 2,000 years ago possibly have on my life today? Yet we still get sick and need healing. We are still searching for meaning to life. And the Jesus that was the answer then is the answer today. We need to be confident in the relevance of the Jesus story. As we look at Mark 1 I want to highlight how Mark engages us, the reader, in the Jesus story. Three things I want to look at: Jesus is relevant; Jesus is true and Jesus is engaging.
Jesus is relevant
The first thing I want to look at is Jesus is relevant. A lot of people are interested in connecting with their past. They want to know who their ancestors were. You can even send away your DNA to work out what kind of mixed heritage you have. I am tempted. People want to feel they have some history, something concrete in the past that gives meaning and relevance to the present. Mark begins with a quote from Isaiah in verse 2. Mark connects the Jesus story with the past. This was not some egotistical maniac but the person he is introducing connects with God’s plan for the world. The Promised and the Promise are fulfilled in Jesus.
The past makes sense of who Jesus is but Mark also wants to say the present does too. John came baptizing people (v.4). They were to repent for the forgiveness of sins. It was a staggering thing to ask Jews to do because they only thought the heathen and those that had abandoned the faith were to be baptized. Jesus is baptized. There is no discussion why. Mark presents Jesus as simply fulfilling what people recognised God was doing. Jesus connected with the present. Jesus connects with where people are now.
John is presented as a prophet in the mould of Elijah. Not much background is given about John but in verse 6 we are told he wears and eats as an Old Testament prophet. Elijah laid down that challenge as to who the people were to follow. As the people came out to John they knew they had wandered away and needed to make a choice to come back to God. Yet what does that mean? Mark answers that in verses 16-20, it is to become Jesus’ disciple. If we go back to verse 2 we can read that quote from Isaiah, “I [God]will send my messenger [Jesus] ahead of you, who will prepare your way.” Mark deliberately leaves it ambiguous because e are called to “the way” of Jesus. Jesus connected with our present and future. Mark confronts us with a choice that we need to make.
In our moments of weakness, of uncertainty and frailty we find a Jesus who connects with our humanity. We read in verse 35 that in the midst of the success Jesus retreats to a solitary place to pray. A disciple needs those moments alone with God. Without them we will burn out. Right at the start Mark shows that it is our personal walk with God that matters and Jesus shows us how to do it. There are times we simply need to stop doing and be in the presence of God. We follow Jesus’ example.
Mark suggests that making that choice changes everything. Nothing can be the same again. The story of the leper was a story of no hope. The priests could only diagnose the man’s leprosy and take preventative measures. With Jesus the leprosy was healed. Jesus changes everything. In the healing of Simon’s mother-in-law we read in verse 31 the fever left her. There was nothing polite about this. The Greek actually reads, “the fever forsook her”. It scarpered! Life with Jesus would never be the same. Jesus is relevant. He connect with the past and present, he calls us to decide for him and if we do nothing will ever be the same again.
Jesus is true
The second thing I want to look at is Jesus is true. I love some of the new Adds on TV from people like Barclays Bank. 
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Sometimes you cannot trust people and we have to be discerning. Mark wants to assure us that we can trust Jesus.
Using the quote from Isaiah he wants to confirm that what he is about to tell us is true. The quote is a mixture of Exodus, Isaiah and Malachi so what in effect Mark is saying is that the Law (Exodus), the major prophets (Isaiah) and the minor prophets (Malachi) confirm what he is about to tell his readers. He is the written truth.
People who encountered Jesus knew that the truth came from him. We read in verse 22 that they are staggered by the authority with which he spoke. \he spoke truth. There was an authority that came out of his mouth that witnesses said was different to whatever they had already heard. 
The teachers of the law explained what the truth was. Jesus demonstrated it. He demonstrated it with such great power that when the impure spirit tried to intimidate Jesus, he described himself as us suggesting that he had demonic back-up on his side, Jesus just dismissed him. This was no Darren Brown or Dynamo magic trick, this was the power of God confirming the authenticity of Jesus’ ministry.
Mark goes on to say that Jesus left Galilee and went to Caprnaum and still ministered with great power and authority. Jesus was not true in one place but he was the truth wherever he went. Whatever situation we find ourselves in or walk into we have the truth with us. He is the truth for yesterday, today and forever, he is the truth in Galilee, Capernaum and wherever we find ourselves if we choose to follow him. Jesus is a challenging truth. We see Mark sets many of the opening stories against a backdrop of the wilderness. It reminded people that out of the wilderness God called and formed a nation. God’s people were no longer identified by a nationalistic group of people but those who were prepared to leave everything, meet Jesus at a place of new beginnings and start again. He is the truth and deserves our surrender. Something has to change. We will not be disappointed.
Jesus is engaging
The last thing I want to look at is Jesus is engaging. One of the nation’s favourite stories is Winnie-the-Pooh. My favourite character is not the title of the book but Tigger! I love the way he is full of energy and bounces from one place to the other. Long before A.A. Milne wrote Winnie-the-Pooh scholars likened Mark’s gospel to Tigger! Actually, they said a lion. The story bounds onto the pages, not birth narrative, no long-winded explanations, just get on with the story. And if you look at the text time and time again you come across “at once”, “Immediately”. In fact, if you were reading this in the ESV translations, “immediately” occurs in verse 10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 23, 29, 30, and 42. Mark is so excited about this story he bounds from one story to the next. Full of enthusiasm! This is Jesus and nothing will ever be the same.
We see this is the fact heaven cannot stay silent. In the baptism of Jesus we read that the heavens did not just open but were torn open. After a tear nothing is ever the same again. The silence of 400 years has been broken by the heavens declaring the divinity of Jesus. They just could not contain themselves. As we welcome Jesus into our lives the heavens cannot contain themselves. They have to back up Jesus being in us. Jesus in us - nothing can be the same again.
After this wonderful affirmation Jesus does not go on immediately to a victorious public ministry, he goes to the desert, a place of testing. The challenge is challenging. The nation of Israel had found that place a difficult time to negotiate. They doubted God. They thought it would be better to have remained in slavery. They erected other god’s when they thought the true God was too silent. They doubted they would ever reach the Promised Land. They criticised God’s bountiful provision as they became disgusted with manna. God is not looking for cowards but seeking heroes. He’s is looking for people that will fight, men and women with backbone, who will not waiver or become discouraged in the middle of a wilderness, but emerge triumphant.  Though the world may not recognise their heroics in the heavenly realms choirs of angels cannot contain themselves as they see God’s faithful people move from victory onto victory. God is calling adventurers to go on an adventure with him. This is not boring!
[bookmark: _GoBack]What he calls people to do is become fishermen. In Mark’s gospel we are not to be shepherds or harvesters, we are to be fishermen. The trouble with fishing is that there is a fish on the end of the line. And the point of fishing is that the life of the fish once caught will never be the same. Jesus was not talking about recreational fishing where the fish is put back, but caught and the life of that fish changed forever. The call is many things, deeply challenging, but certainly not boring. It will be hard but at the same time profoundly rewarding. It is a story we are all called to get involved with. It may involve teaching as one with authority, driving out demons, healing the sick, it is anything but boring! The response to Jesus’ call to be his disciple is life-changing. Are we excited about the story we are caught up in?
