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Do you want to see? - John 5:1-15
Some of you will have read the story of “trolley man”, the homeless man in Melbourne who came to the aid of people who were being attacked by a man wielding a knife in the city. Hassan Khalif Shire Ali, who had been radicalised and inspired by Islamist group Isis, had already stabbed three people, one fatally, in the attack in a busy shopping area in Melbourne. “I have seen the trolley to the side, so I’ve picked it up and I ran and threw the trolley straight at him. Got him but didn’t get him down,” Mr Rogers told Australia’s Channel 7. “And I did that motion about – quite a number of times, but it just wasn’t getting him down.” Donna Stolzenberg, founder of registered charity Melbourne Homeless Collective, started a fundraising page on GoFundMe for him. By Monday morning it had over £27,000. Many of us would not have thought a homeless man would come to the aid of the police and other residents, we might have expected help to come from somewhere else. In the story today the paralysed man believed the only help he needed was to get down into the water first. That’s all he could see. Jesus offers him an altogether different solution. This morning I would like to look at this passage under the heading “Do you want to see?” I want to ask ourselves the question do we want to see things only from our perspective or begin to see things from Jesus’ persepective. 5 things I want to draw to our attention.
Seeing a need (v.6)
The first thing I want to look at is seeing a need. Many of you will have seen this video, I may have used it before:
Moonwalking bear (WMV)
The point of the video is show that our awareness is very limited. We talked last week about “Who is our woman at the well?” and it can be hard to spot who God has set up for us to speak to.
One of the most challenging aspects of this story is why Jesus heals this man. We are given a lot of detail as to where this healing took place. We know we are not dealing with a legend but a real, historic event, located in time and space. Though the man may not have lived at this pool for tirty-eight years, this was where he could be found every day or most days. We know the place had a legend asscoiated with it, that when the waters stirred, people got healed. So those needing healing congregated in the hope that they would be first into the water. Here is the challenging aspect to the story. Why did Jesus choose this man? Why didn’t he heal other people? Why didn’t he clear the whole sight of sick and suffering people? Why only one man?
Jesus constantly gives us a model to follow. We all see need all around us. We can be woverwhelmed by it all we almost become desensitized. Jesus doesn’t ask us to see all the need, rather to see the need we need to respond to. It may be a person, it may be a cause but God wants us to be sensitive who he is highlighting to us. That may be very different for the person next to us. For David and Liz it is Teen Challenge. For Danica it is Kabanda Trust. For Keith it might be Nightstop. Do we see the need we need to respond to and do we see the need day by day that God is asking us to repond to. 
Seeing a challenge (v.6)
The second thing I want to look at is seeing a challenge. Donna Stolzenberg who started the fundraiing page for Michael Rogers, the homeless man mentioned at the beginning of the sermon said of him, he “would need a lot of support, including with financial literacy and ensuring nobody takes advantage of him.” She recognised that simply giving the man the money that had been donated wasn’t the end of it. There was a greater challenge.
Jesus asks the man, “Do you want to get well?” We may feel that this was a strange question. Of course he wanted to get well, that was why he was at the pool. Yet if Jesus healed him he would loose a good living that had kept him well for the past thirty-eight years. He had built up a whole life around his disability and sometimes that is more comfortable than the change. We assume everyone wants to work but there are a group of people that are happy livig off benefit. They don’t want to work. They don’t want to be well. We see people haunted by past memories, where shadows of the past leave them paralyzed in the present, where they are socially and relationally compromised, but they don’t want o let go of what has happened to them. that past event defines and brings significance to the present. Jesus always asks, “Do you want to get well?” because he knows for Nicodemus in chapter 3, the Samaritan woman in chapter 4 and the paralyzed man in chapter 5, there is a challenge to resonding to Jesus? Things mayy never be the same again.
Seeing a problem (v.7)
The third thing I want to look at is seeing a problem. Hilary bought the family a computer programme to learn to touch type. Hilary was brilliant, she faithfully completed it and speedily types up document. I started it. It was slow going. And the recommendation is that when you start do not go back to the plink plonk of two finger typing. Suddenly I had a funeral. I didn’t have the time to type properly, I needed to complete the funeral quickly. So touch typing went out the window. It is so easy to make excuses, to see the problem and believe that there is no way forward.
The man could only see one solution to his problem. He couldn’t get in the pool first. The answer to his problem was standing right in front of him but he had no idea who Jesus was. We live in a world that increaingly does not know who Jesus is. They have no idea that Jesus is the answer to so many of the challenges that they face. They seek to meet their own needs from their own resources. One of the crucial things problems do is that they make us look inward. They lock us into the challenge of the need we are facing and the cure by popular means. Nicodemus tried to do religion in his own strength, the Samaritan woman tried to do life in her own strength, the paralysed man trie to do healing in his own strength. All they saw was the problem and their limited view of the solution. When we focus on the problem we lose sight of the possibility. If God created the world with his finger tips, as the Hebrew says, our problem is not challenging to him, Our challenge is to see the possibility with God by our side.
Seeing a solution (vv.8-9)
So the fourth thing I want to look at is seeing a solution. A tale is told about a small town that had historically been "dry," but a local businessman decided to open a pub in the town. A group of Christians from a local church were concerned and planned an all-night prayer meeting to ask God to intervene. It just so happened that shortly after the prayer meeting lightning struck the pub and it burned to the ground. The owner of the bar sued the church, claiming that the prayers of the congregation were responsible, but the church hired a lawyer to argue in court that they were not responsible. The judge stated that "no matter how this case comes out, one thing is clear. The pub owner believes in prayer and the Christians do not.” Jesus has a solution to this man’s needs and in prayer we come to see things from God’s perspective, we begin to see the solution. Others came to Jesus to be healed. They saw the solution. This man had no idea who Jesus was  and how he was the solution..
As sensitive as we need to be to God’s prompting in our lives, we need to be sensitive to God’s solution. God sees things differently to us and works in ways that we could not imagine. He simply comands the man to pick up his mat and walk (literally carry on walking) We can be bound by the problem we face, we can be bound by the limitations of our own understanding or our own faith, that is why we need to go to God in prayer for the solution. We don’t want to tell God what to do but aske that we might see things as he sees them. We come with divine curiosity because God is for us and we want to see what that looks like from his perspective. If we don’t we become like the paralysed man who thought the solution involved being helped down into the water. Are you divinely curious this morning?
Seeing a consequence (vv.14-15)
The last thing I want to look at is seeing a consequence. Geoff was deep in debt and thinking of ending it all. "That’s ridiculous," said his neighbour, who was a chemist. "Look, I can give you a pill that will put you in a state of suspended animation. I’ll say you died - but then I’ll ship your body to another country, where you can be revived and start a new life." Jim agreed, and the next day he was laid out in the funeral parlour with everyone lined up to pay their last respects. The 1st creditor goes up to the coffin and says, "Geoff, why did you do it? So you owed me £15,000. What’s £15,000 between friends? Then the 2nd creditor goes up and says, "Geoff, all you had to do was ask. I would have extended the £50,000 you owed me indefinitely." Now a 3rd creditor goes up to the coffin. "Geoff, you dirty rat. You borrowed £200,000 from me and now I’ve lost my house and business. Well, you may be dead but I’m going to get my vengeance. I’m going to take this 8 inch butcher knife, stick in your heart and twist it once for every pound you borrowed from me." With this, Geoff opens one eye and ever so slightly, lifts his index finger and says "You - I’ll pay."
[bookmark: _GoBack]In one sense we have already talked about the consequences that could befall the man yet we know that he is happy to be healed. We know this because Jesus encounters him at the temple offering thanksgiving for his healing. Despite his wonderful healing there is still a hardness to his heart. You would have thought he would be so grateful to Jesus when in fact he shops him to the authorities. Jesus says, in this case, his illness was a result of his sin. If he carried on something worse might happen. Some sin leads to sickness, not all sin, the consequences are harsh. And through this sin the man’s heart has become hard. Jesus wants to see our hearts soften, to see sin dealt with so we live increasingly holy lives. The consequence is that Jesus calls us to a day by day lifetime of surrender to God where our hearts are increasing made softer and more receptive to him. Then we know we need to be born again, Then we will know who our woman at the well is. Then we will know the solutions to the needs we encounter. Do you want to see?
